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STUDY: More than half of Americans – 58 percent – unwilling to 

pay 1 cent more for concerns about climate change

- Nearly 30 Iowa electric co-op representatives return from delivering message to Congress -

DES MOINES, Iowa – May 7, 2008 – More than three-fourths of Americans agree that Congress should know how much climate legislation is going to cost consumers if they approve new energy policy.

That was one of several findings according to a national poll commissioned by the Arlington, Virg.-based National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. The findings, released last week, are particularly important at this time because Congress is considering climate legislation that could result in the average American family’s household electric bill increasing between $50 and $100 every month, according to the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association and The Tax Foundation, respectively.

“According to the study, 78 percent of Americans expect that their elected representatives will know – and will tell them – how much their electric bills will increase in addressing concerns about climate change,” said Brian Kading, executive vice president and general manager, Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives. “Family budgets are already strained by rising energy costs, and climate change legislation that does not take consumer costs into account will place significant burdens on Iowa households.”
The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association estimates that legislation being considered right now, The American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009, could lead to the average Iowa household’s electric bill increasing 37 percent, which means Iowans currently
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paying $100 a month for electricity would end up paying $137 a month or nearly $450 more a year for their electricity. 

The increased cost would be the result of the federal government imposing carbon costs onto consumers to encourage reduced electricity usage. The study, conducted by Washington, D.C.-based Lauer Johnson Research, found that 68 percent of respondents disagreed with Congress taking that approach. 
Glenn English, CEO, National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, said U.S. energy policy will definitely change to achieve reductions in the emission of carbon dioxide. “The question isn’t if they will happen, but how,” English said. 
Last month, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced it was ready to use the federal Clean Air Act to limit emissions of carbon dioxide, along with five other greenhouse gases blamed for contributing to global warming. However, the agency said it hoped Congress would adopt a legislative solution instead.

This week, 27 Iowa electric co-op representatives spent three days in Washington, D.C., meeting with Iowa’s congressional delegation to ensure Iowans’ elected representatives understand their constituents’ perspective on this issue. 

“As champions for our members’ best interests, electric co-ops are dedicated to getting the message through to Congress: any regulations on carbon dioxide emissions must come through simple, affordable and flexible legislation that can be sustained over the decades needed to make a difference,” Kading said. 
Kading encourages Iowans to express their concern to the state’s congressional delegation about keeping electric bills affordable at www.ourenergy.coop. More than 278,000 American consumers, including approximately 9,000 Iowans, have contacted members of Congress using the www.ourenergy.coop Web site, Our Energy, Our Future – A Dialogue with America. 

The Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives represents the interests of and provides support to the electric cooperatives that provide power in each of Iowa’s 99 counties to approximately 650,000 people. 
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