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Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative equipment vandalized
Residents encouraged to report suspicious activity
near rural electric substations and utility poles
ALBIA, Iowa – July 17, 2008 – Vandalism of electric utility equipment at Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative’s facilities led to a power brownout in southeastern Appanoose County yesterday. 
Member-consumer-owners in southeastern Appanoose County reported having partial power Wednesday morning, and crews immediately dispatched to the area found three transformers and a voltage regulator had received gun shots.  
“Our members-consumer-owners expect reliable electric service, and this senseless act placed electric reliability at risk,” said Jon Miles, general manager for Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative. “We ask that anyone having knowledge of this incident or who may have noticed any suspicious activity in Caldwell Township on or around July 15 or 16 to contact the Appanoose County Sheriff’s office so the people who committed this crime are held responsible for it. 

“Your involvement could help keep the power on and reduce the risk of someone getting hurt.”

Chariton Valley Electric Cooperative provides power to approximately 6,000 consumers living in the city of Albia, and rural parts of Monroe, Appanoose, Wayne, Lucas, Wapello, Davis and Marion counties. The cooperative was organized in 1945 and began providing electric service to rural homes and farms in 1946.  
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