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Iowa’s Electric Cooperatives Send Crews to South Dakota for Restoration Efforts
Cooperatives will assist in Eastern South Dakota – hit by winter storm
Des Moines, Iowa, Nov. 29, 2005 — The Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives announced today that crews from Iowa’s electric cooperatives are headed to South Dakota to assist with power restoration efforts following a major ice and winter storm that hit the area Monday. The crews will work to restore power in the eastern part of the state, which suffered major losses of electricity. It is the most widespread winter storm to hit the area in more than a decade.
At this time, about 60 linemen – from 20 Iowa cooperatives – will assist the South Dakota electric cooperatives impacted by the storm. At the time of departure, 19 of the states’ 29 distribution cooperatives have been impacted by the storm, along with one transmission cooperative.  At least 13,700 of the state’s 90,000 rural electric cooperative members are without power. South Dakota cooperatives report more than 2,000 poles down from Gregory to Tabor in the southern part of the state up through Miller to Aberdeen and Milbank in the northern part of the state. 


Because the storm also impacted a transmission cooperative, even some consumers who have underground power lines are currently without power.  Some cooperatives in the area report that 90-100 percent of their consumers are without power. 

In total, about 120 linemen will assist in the restoration efforts. Crews from Nebraska and the western part of South Dakota are also assisting with restoration efforts.
In addition to rebuilding the power lines, the crews will also clean debris to ensure proper clearance of the lines is in place for the public’s safety.
“This type of restoration effort is similar to what would happen in Iowa after a massive ice storm,” says Dennis Corcoran, director of safety and loss control for the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives (IAEC). Corcoran, who, along with his staff, are coordinating the logistics with each of the cooperative crews.
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“A cooperative principle, which guides our daily business efforts, is commitment to community,” Corcoran says. “Whether that community is 10 miles away, or in a neighboring state, our goal is work with each other to ensure member-consumers have power that is safe and reliable.”

Iowa cooperatives currently participating in the restoration efforts include Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative, Postville; Butler County REC, Allison; Consumers Energy, Marshalltown; Farmers Electric Cooperative, Greenfield; Franklin REC, Hampton; Glidden REC, Glidden; Grundy County REC, Grundy Center, Guthrie County REC, Guthrie Center; Hawkeye REC, Cresco; Humboldt County REC, Humboldt; Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, Estherville, Linn County REC, Marion; Lyon REC, Rock Rapids; Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative, Anamosa; Midland Power Cooperative, Jefferson; North West REC, Le Mars/Orange City; Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative, Le Mars; Prairie Energy Cooperative, Clarion/Garner; and Woodbury County REC.  Many of the remaining Iowa cooperatives may also be involved in restoration efforts as the day progresses.
In September, Iowa’s electric cooperatives sent 14 crews – or about 35 linemen – to the Gulf Coast region to assist with restoration efforts in Mississippi following Hurricane Katrina.  

The Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives, formed in 1942, is the Des Moines-based statewide association representing 37 distribution cooperatives in Iowa and six generation and transmission cooperatives serving more than 200,000 rural homes, farms and industries in all 99 counties. The IAEC provides legislative, regulatory, safety, communications and education and training programs and services to its members. The IAEC is also a Touchstone Energy partner – a national alliance of local, consumer-owned electric cooperatives. More than 600 Touchstone Energy cooperatives in 44 states are delivering energy and energy solutions to more than 17 million customers every day. 
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