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Co-ops Ask National Lawmakers to Protect Consumers’ Interests
Iowans meet with elected officials in Washington

Des Moines, Iowa, May 10, 2004 — Representatives of Iowa’s rural electric cooperatives (RECs) recently descended upon Washington, D.C., to discuss timely legislative issues affecting electric cooperatives and their members. The meetings were held during the 2004 Legislative Conference of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), May 2-7.  Over 2,100 co-op representatives from all over the United States participated in the conference. 

Gerald Klemme of LeMars, who is president of the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives’ (IAEC) board of directors and a member of the North West REC board, says the group’s mission in Washington, D.C., was to discuss pending federal issues, most notably the status of funding the Rural Utilities Services (RUS) programs and the development of a national energy policy.  

“I am convinced the electric cooperatives make a difference in affecting legislative outcomes when we pull together like this,” Klemme says.  “Certainly, the presence of over 2,000 people on Capitol Hill – all calling for the same thing can make a difference.”

“It is a great experience for the co-ops to be a part of developing our nation’s energy policy,” he adds. 

The Iowans met at length with the staff of every Iowa senator and congressman. “This is an important part of the process in Washington, D.C., because the staff plays a very important role in the development of legislative positions,” Klemme says.

The future of a national energy bill remains unclear at this time; however, the RECs asked elected officials to continue supporting the small utility exemption from increased federal regulation. 

“We support the concept of tradable tax credits for renewable energy. Tradable tax credits is a way to give tax-exempt co-ops the same kind of financial incentive for implementing renewable energy and clean coal technologies as that being made available for investor-owned utilities,” says Brian Kading, IAEC executive vice president and general manager.
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The group also discussed the hours-of-service issue with the delegation. The hours-of-service regulations limit a utility’s ability to meet critical public safety responsibilities and hampers orderly repairs, maintenance and improvement projects.  This means more expense for utility providers, delays in response time for emergencies and local outages, and difficulties in providing service of any prolonged duration needed to restore power during natural disasters or to take advantage of longer daylight hours and temperate weather seasons to perform maintenance and construction projects.  Both the Senate and the House have passed ( in separate highway bills ( nearly identical exemption language for utility service vehicles from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s regulations. The bills differ in many other ways, and the next step is a conference committee, to resolve the differences and produce a committee report. The co-ops are actively discouraging any changes to the exemption language in the conference report.

The Iowa RECs also discussed other electric issues including the Clean Air Act, climate change, reauthorization of the Disaster Mitigation Act, NRECA’s international rural electrification programs, Medicare reform, mobile machinery tax exemption, nuclear waste disposal, pension reform, Power Marketing Administrations (PMAs) and rail competition.

 “The Iowa delegation has always been very supportive of the co-ops and seemed to respond well to this year’s messages,” says Dawn Vance, director of government relations for the IAEC. 

Meetings were held with the offices of Senators Charles Grassley and Tom Harkin, Representatives Tom Latham, Jim Leach, Jim Nussle, Leonard Boswell and Steve King. 
Those representing Iowa RECs were:  Roger Arthur, IAEC/Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative.; Terry Bruns, Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative; Darwin Dirks, North West REC; Joy Evans, IAEC/Southern Iowa Electric Cooperative; Charles Gilbert, Midland Power Cooperative/Corn Belt Power Cooperative; Darryl Grimm, T.I.P. REC; Ron Hoffman, T.I.P. REC; Gerald Klemme, IAEC/North West REC; Janelle Mahr, Hawkeye REC; Christian Nygaard, IAEC/Humboldt County REC; Don O’Tool, Calhoun County REC/Corn Belt Power Cooperative; Roger Rust, Franklin REC/Corn Belt Power Cooperative; Chuck Soderberg, Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative; Kathy Taylor, Corn Belt Power Cooperative; Don Williams, Linn County REC; and Brian Kading and Dawn Vance, IAEC.
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