[image: image1.png]lowa Association of
Electric Cooperatives

® A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative m






For Immediate Release









For more information contact:









Ann Foster









(515) 727-8945









afoster@iowarec.org
Iowa’s Electric Cooperatives Demonstrate Commitment 

to Energy Efficiency, Cost-Conscious Services

Des Moines, Iowa (July 7, 2002) – A recent energy efficiency filing with the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB) illustrates the ongoing commitment of Iowa’s electric cooperatives in providing energy efficient and cost-conscious services.  In even-numbered years, the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives (IAEC) makes an energy-efficiency filing with the IUB for electric cooperatives across the state.  On July 1, this filing was made on behalf of 42 cooperatives and focused on energy-efficiency measures on the member consumers’ side of the meter, otherwise known as demand-side programs.  The report provided extensive information on 28 different energy efficiency programs offered by Iowa’s electric cooperatives during the reporting period.

This year’s filing for demand-side programs shows that during the last ten years:

· More than $85 million has been saved by member-consumers of Iowa’s local electric cooperatives.

· More than 600 million kilowatt-hours have been saved by member-consumers, which is enough electricity to power about 65,000 average-sized homes for one year.

· More than $50 million has been invested in energy-efficiency programs by Iowa’s electric co-ops.

“Efficient use of energy is positive from virtually any angle,” says Roger Arthur, president, IAEC board of directors.  “This is the fundamental reason Iowa’s rural electric cooperatives (RECs) continue to take an active role in making energy efficiency programs part of their business and service offerings.”

Iowa’s cooperatives are proactively developing and implementing energy efficiency programs that lessen the amount of heating, cooling, or other forms of work that decrease the cost of 
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providing energy.  Some examples include, energy audits, educational information, financial assistance, direct rebates to member-consumers or vendors of energy efficient products, research projects, installation of energy efficiency equipment, direct or indirect load control, tree planting programs and hot water insulation distribution programs.

“Cooperatives are continuously striving for the most efficient use of electricity and are watchful for the latest feasible technologies to offer to members,” Arthur says.  “For the RECs, energy efficiency and other service-related programs are an important part of striving for total member-consumer satisfaction.”

For over a decade, the RECs have reported the energy efficiency information under the title of “Energy Matters,” which exemplifies our goals toward making Iowa a more sustainable energy state.  The report is created under a partnership to educate and assist REC members on the following goals:

· Using energy wisely and efficiently.

· Purchasing energy efficient appliances and equipment.

· Building energy efficient homes and buildings.

· Improving the efficiency levels of existing homes and buildings.

· Changing usage patterns.

· Showing members’ economic paybacks for many types of energy efficiency efforts.

· Sharing information on new energy-efficient products and technologies.

The Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives, formed in 1942, is the statewide association representing 39 distribution cooperatives in Iowa and six generation and transmission cooperatives serving more than 190,000 rural homes, farms and industries in all 99 counties.  The IAEC provides legislative, regulatory, safety, communications and education and training programs and services to its members.
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