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Media Advisory
Dec. 2, 2002 – Relationships Count headlines this year’s annual meeting of the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives, Dec. 5-6.  More than 500 electric co-op representatives will convene in Des Moines to get the latest information on industry trends, economic indicators, politics, technology and the benefits of building and maintaining relationships with key audiences.  Attendees are locally elected directors, managers and key staff from 45 cooperative electric utilities serving more than 190,000 businesses and residences in all of Iowa’s 99 counties.  Throughout the recent industry turmoil with Enron, electric co-ops have held their course – championing the cause of their consumer-owners.  Cooperatives are unique businesses and this year’s annual meeting offers opportunities to explore those attributes and learn more about the relationship impact we deliver to the marketplace.  

Key Topics:

· A View from Washington: Mort Kondracke, host of FOX News’ The Beltway Boys, will share his unique perspective on one of the most timely issues of the day – the political dynamics between the White House and Capitol Hill. 

· Terrorism Threats and Utilities: Learn more about the potential relationship of ongoing terrorist threats and U.S. utilities.  Karl Seger, Ph.D. will provide a high-level briefing on the risks in Iowa.
· Economist’s Yardstick – Measuring Where We’re Going:  Dan Laufenberg, vice president and chief U.S. economist, American Express Financial Corporation, will provide an enlightening overview of current domestic and global economies.
· Panel Discussion – Relationship Connection: Co-ops and Consumers:  Featuring cooperative representatives and Iowa business leaders who give a first-hand glimpse into the benefits of doing business in rural Iowa. 
When:



Dec. 5-6, 2002
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. (Thursday), 8 a.m. – Noon (Friday)
Where:


Holiday Inn – Airport

Spokespersons/Topics: 
Several presenters and co-op representatives will be available for interviews.  Contact Ann Foster at 515-727-8945 or 515-238-3908 to arrange an interview.
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