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Creating Value for Iowa’s Communities Leads Dialogue  

Iowa’s Cooperative Leaders Share with Congressional Leaders

Des Moines, Iowa, May 14, 2002 — A contingent of Iowa’s rural electric cooperative (REC) leaders descended upon Washington, D.C., to discuss legislative issues affecting electric cooperatives and their members.  Centered on a theme of “Creating Value for Communities,” Iowa’s electric cooperative leaders received strong support in their meetings with elected officials.  The meetings were held during the 2002 Legislative Conference of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), May 5-9.  Over 2,600 co-op representatives from all over the United States participated in the conference.

Roger Arthur, president of both the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives’ and Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative's boards of directors, says the group went to Washington, D.C., to update their congressmen on the status of Iowa's electric industry and to provide input on significant issues such as the national energy policy, creating a nuclear waste repository, taxes and the pending EchoStar/DIRECTV merger.  "Of utmost importance to the cooperatives were the national energy bills that have been approved by the two chambers and what the co-ops want to see in a conference report settling the differences between the two,” Arthur says.  

“We strongly support the 85/15 tax relief components of the Senate energy bill and encourage the inclusion of tradable tax credits for co-ops for both renewable energy tax and clean coal technology incentives,” Arthur says.  

During the meetings, the Iowa RECs also voiced their concern about the proposed merger of EchoStar/DIRECTV – two of the largest satellite TV companies.  The co-ops feel the merger, which would create a national monopoly, would eliminate competition at the consumers’ expense.  Together, these companies would control 90 percent of the satellite TV market nationwide – and 100 percent in most rural communities.
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Even though this is not directly a congressional issue, the Iowa contingent asked their elected officials to voice their concerns about the merger to the two federal entities that are reviewing the proposal.  “We asked Senators Grassley and Harkin to sign a letter expressing concern that is being sent to U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft by Senators Baucus (D-MT) and Inhofe (R-OK).  Our Iowa senators indicated they share the co-ops’ concerns and would take a careful look at the letter,” Arthur says. 

The RECs asked legislators to approve resolutions that are in the House and Senate to establish a permanent nuclear waste repository in Yucca Mountain, Nevada.  During the conference, the House approved the resolution 306-117.  The Senate is expected to vote on their resolution later this summer.  Several members of the Iowa delegation said that transportation issues have been a key point of contention on this bill; however, they are confident that issue is nearly resolved.

The REC representatives asked the delegation to support two additional issues, including “New Source Review” (NSR) and the annual request for adequate funding for the Rural Utilities Services (RUS) program.  “We encourage the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to clearly define in its rules the meaning of “routine maintenance, repair and replacement activities” regarding maintenance at power plants.    

“We’ll take a close look at the NSR issue – it’s becoming very controversial – the EPA is not even sure on what to do,” Sen. Harkin’s legislative assistant Lowell Ungar says.

The Iowa delegation was generally very supportive of the co-op’s positions. “I don’t see a problem with any of these issues,” Rep Latham says.  This message was echoed by all of the Iowa offices.  

Meetings were held with Senators Charles Grassley and Tom Harkin, Representatives Tom Latham, Jim Leach and Jim Nussle, and staff of Representatives Leonard Boswell and Greg Ganske.

Those representing Iowa RECs were: Roger Arthur, IAEC/Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooperative Inc.; Christian Nygaard, IAEC/Humboldt County Rural Electric Cooperative; Chuck Soderberg, Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative; Ron Deiber and Kathy Taylor, Corn Belt Power Cooperative; Don O’Tool, Calhoun County Electric Cooperative Association/Corn Belt; Don Williams, Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative; Tom Miller, Hawkeye Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative; James Timm and Wayne Wilcox, T.I.P. REC; and Brian Kading and Dawn Vance, IAEC.
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