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Sept. 22, 2008 
 
 
Tommi Makila 
Senior Energy Policy Analyst 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
502 E. 9th St. 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
 
Dear Tommi: 
 
The Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives and its members that deliver electricity in each of the state’s 99 counties to 
approximately 650,000 Iowans appreciate the opportunity to provide general comments on the potential policy options 
developed by Navigant Consulting for consideration as part of the Iowa Energy Independence Plan.  
 
Generally, our review of Navigant’s options was viewed through the lens of three questions that we believe all Iowans and 
all Americans must be asking our policymakers with respect to our nation’s energy requirements. 
 

1. What is your plan to make sure we have the electricity we’ll need in the future? 
 

2. What are you doing to fully fund the research required to make emissions-free electric plants an affordable 
reality? 
 

3. Balancing electricity needs and environmental goals will be difficult. How much is all this going to increase my 
electric bill, and what will you do to make it affordable? 

 
These three questions also are consistent with The Cooperative Principle of Concern for Community which states, “While 
focusing on member needs, cooperatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies 
accepted by their members.” This principle is one of seven which guide and direct how electric cooperatives conduct 
business on behalf of the people they serve.  
 
Now, specifically with respect to Navigant’s policy options, our comments are directed toward the options Navigant 
identified as likely to have the most significant impact on new renewable energy and energy efficiency policies, and we 
offer comments on other options that also will have a financial impact on individual Iowans. We believe any and all 
options must thoroughly examine the financial impact on individual Iowans and determine the overarching impact that 
would have on the state’s economic health before those options are adopted.  
 
The Iowa Association of Electric Cooperative and our member co-ops welcome other opportunities to provide information 
on behalf of the people to whom the co-ops deliver electricity as policy options are considered for inclusion in the Iowa 
Energy Independence Plan. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Brian Kading 
Executive Vice President 
  And General Manager 


